
READING 
@BARNEHURST
Fluency



▪ iImproves memory,

▪Builds a robust vocabulary

▪Build foundation of knowledge

▪Develop imagination, creativity and empathy





▪ What do they mean for my 
child?

▪ National Assessment
▪ Working Towards

▪ Expected

▪ Greater Depth

▪ Secondary school

▪ 3 texts and 38 questions in 1 
hour
▪ Comprehension style





▪The patterns of stress and intonation in a language.

▪Which words specifically emphasise and why.

▪Pupils focus not on what they’re going to read but 
how they’re going to read it.





▪ Expression and volume: quiet, doesn’t sound like talking to a friend with their 
voice matching the interpretation of the passage

▪ Phrasing: reads word-by-word in a monotonous voice (no phrasing); no stress 
or intonation; not adhering to punctuation;

▪ Smoothness: frequently hesitates, not considering sentence structure; no self-
correction

▪ Pace: not at a conversational pace

• Needs additional instruction

• Explicitly taught

• Suggest a solution to the 

problem



Explicit 

vocabulary 

instruction

Explicit Fluency 

instruction

Direct strategy 

instruction

5 min

Multi-faceted 

approach to 

explicit

vocabulary 

instruction

5-10 mins

Prosody instruction 

including 

repeated reading

15 – 20 mins

Explain (core concept)

Example (my turn)

Attempt (our turn)

Apply (your turn)

Challenge (go deeper)



Fluency training approaches:

▪Echo

▪Paired

▪Text marking

• Performance

• Choral

• Timed



▪Mimic the teacher reading short 
sections, exploring patterns of 
intonation, pace and stress

▪Makes a challenging text accessible, 
expand vocabulary and get reference 
beyond their decoding limit

▪Repeat line by line

▪Opportunity to use questioning - do 
readers know when they don’t 
understand?



▪First child reads to the second 
child, second child mimics or 
reads the next part

▪Pupils explore a text in 
partnership, developing 
confidence as they go



▪Dramatic techniques to 
engage children in fluency

▪Performing short narratives

▪Presenting a text to the group

▪Adding actions and 
gesticulations to enhance the 
reading

▪Gives a clear picture of what 
pupils understand about a text



▪Pupils annotate a passage 
with their own agreed 
code

▪Identify where their pace 
will increase

▪Identify where their 
volume will change

▪Identify words they will 
emphasise



▪ Divide the class into smaller groups and give each 
group a different part of the text. 

▪ Choose a passage that has different speaking parts 
to it. Assign one group as narrator, and the other 
groups the different characters.

▪ The number of students that are reading builds as the 
text is being read. One individual or small group will 
read the first line or section and then another small 
group begins reading with them. By the end, the 
whole group is reading together.

▪ As a text is being read, students will join in or fade 
out whenever they choose. Students will choose 
before reading what section(s) they will read.



▪ Increase reading speed

▪ Increase reading accuracy and 
expression

▪ Repeated practice of a specific passage 
or text.

▪ Read as far as you can in 1 minute – mark 
where you got up to.

▪ Read again for another minute – did you 
get any further?



▪ Model - read aloud to your child to provide a good 
example of fluent reading. Try strategies such as echo or 
paired. 

▪ Stop and check understanding. 

▪ Take notice of punctuation and talk about how it 
changes the way the sentence is read. 

▪ Use the prompts stuck in the reading records to guide 
you, e.g. 

Retrieval – List 3 major events that have happened in the 
book.

Clarifying – Find and copy a word or phrase you have not 
understood. 


